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Cross-Strait Economic Relations under
the Ma Ying-jeou Administration:
Developments and the China Factors

Momoko Kawakami

Director, Technological Innovation and Economic Growth Studies Group,
Inter-disciplinary Studies Center, IDE-JETRO

[ Abstract )

The Sunflower Movement, broke out in March 2014, has triggered
drastic changes in political panorama in Taiwan. Consequentially, the DPP
won an overwhelming victory in presidential and parliament elections in
January, 2016. This article analyzes the cross-strait political and economic
relations under the Ma Ying-jeou administration (2008-2016) and elucidates
the backgrounds of the political shifts.

Under the Ma administration, cross-strait interactions in both investment
and human mobility increased and were noticeably more active—since the
late 2000s changing from unidirectional to bidirectional. Meanwhile, China
launched the favor-granting policies that directly targeted at the Taiwanese.
While the two changes have led to the penetration of China’s political
influences into Taiwanese society, the enhanced visibility of “China Factors”
has caused growing anxiety and concern among Taiwanese people over the
accelerating economic integration with China. Thus, the developments have

triggered the political shifts in Taiwan from 2014 through 2016.

Keywords: Ma Ying-jeou administration, Cross-strait relations, China

Factors, favor-granting policies
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